Thornleigh ETNS Newsletter No. 5

Dear All

We have yet again come to the end of another year.  We would like to take this opportunity to tell you of how our school is progressing to date.

New Staff

I would like to welcome Veronica our new secretary and extend a big thank you to Mandy and wish her well in her new position.  I would also like to welcome Eoin our new language teacher and Antoinette our new Junior Infant teacher.  We hope you have settled in well.

Bird Feeders

As you have probably noticed the birds are being well looked after by your children.  Together with Miss Miriam and Miss Laura they have made and hung food out for the birds.  Some of the feeders were donated by Woodies DIY in Airside and others were made using recycled materials.  This is in keeping with both our Learn Together Curriculum under the strand ‘Ethics and the Environment’ and our Green School committee.

Sport/Physical Education

As part of the PE Curriculum the children partook in GAA training last term.  In the new term they will be coached in Hurling skills by Fingallians.  The children really enjoyed the GAA training and are looking forward to the new training I’m sure. 

Miss Miriam also coached them in Basketball skills and between January and June 2010, they will be coached in Hockey by Miss Pamela, and soccer and tag rubgy by Múinteoir Eoin, so a busy timetable of sporting activities has been arranged!!

Table Quiz

A big thank you to the Parents Association and Miss Catherine and Miss Helena who organised and raised over €400 for our school by holding a Table Quiz – a great night was had by all.  We look forward to many more.  I would also like to thank the Parents who collected spot prizes for the Christmas Fete. I would also like to thank Dennis and Justine Donnelly who donated so generously.

Christmas Fete

Once again we held, what has now become, our annual Christmas Fete.  It was very successful and the sun shone on us too!!  Thanks to all Parents  and Board Of Management who helped in giving of their time and those of you who cooked delicious cakes.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the teachers who freely and willingly gave extra hours of their time both during the week of the lead up to the Fete, after school hours and all day Sunday, Go raibh míle maith agaibh go léir.

And in general, so as not to leave anyone out, thank you all for your help and support during the school year.  I wish you all a Happy and Peaceful Christmas and a Joyous New Year.

Paula Carolan – Príomhóide.

A word from the teachers and staff.

Junior Infants - Miss Helena

The boys and girls in Junior Infants have been working really hard all year.  We are learning our letters, numbers, poems and songs.  We have done many projects this year based on our Learn Together curriculum and S.E.S.E. including Thanksgiving, Divali and Christmas.  We learnt how to play basketball this term, soon we will be able to set up our own team.

We have all become members of Fingal library and they come to visit every second Wednesday.  We love picking our books and reading our stories.  We got to go into town on a bus and see the play ‘A Christmas Wish’.  We really enjoyed it and had a lot of fun.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents for their continuous support and to wish you all a Happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year.  Looking forward to seeing you all after the Winter Break – Miss Helena.

Miss Miriam

Due to the cold weather over the last few weeks we have dedicated our time in language to winter.  We made Christmas pudding for the birds using old bread crumbs, oats and cooked mashed potato.  We also supported our Green School’s Policy by recycling old yoghurt cartons to do this.  We created some winter scenes using old Christmas cards which can be seen on our Green Schools’ notice board by the office.

1st Class – Miss Pamela

Over the last two months 1st class have enjoyed learning about winter, making winter pictures and collages.  The pupils enjoyed listening to and watching ‘The Snowman’.  They have decorated the classroom for Christmas using their own pictures and making their own decorations.  The children have also had great fun learning all the songs for our Christmas play,  ‘Jog Along Little Donkey’ was definitely one of their favourites.  They performed the play for everyone on December 21st.  They were fantastic.  The singing was lovely and everyone remembered their lines.  From everyone in 1st Class, hope you all have a great Christmas. 

Senior Infants – Miss Laura

What a busy first term for Senior Infants.  It’s hard to know where to start.  The wonderful performances of our official Open Day were hard acts to follow but I think you’ll all agree that our Christmas play and carol singing were both great successes.  

Our trip to Liberty Hall theatre for our Christmas Panto got us all in the festive spirit.  We got V.I.P. treatment having the auditorium all to ourselves.

Since our Halloween break we have been working tirelessly with our English, Irish and Maths, writing letters and learning to use our number lines for adding.

We’ve also been hard at work raising our environmental awareness, using our creative talents to construct our recycle train and remembering to feed the birds and to keep our yard litter free.

Well done to each and every pupil who has worked hard and played hard for the first term of Senior Infants.  They deserve a great Christmas break.

Thank you to all the parents for all your help and support throughout the year.  Wishing you a Happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year.

Junior Infants – Miss Aoife

We have had a very busy few months.  We went to Dublin to see the panto ‘A Christmas Wish’.  We learnt lots of lovely Irish and English Christmas songs, which we sang at our Christmas concert.  We read the book ‘The Polar Express’, and received bells from Santa Clause’s very own sleigh.  We would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy Christmas and New Year.

Junior Infants – Miss Antoinette

Hello everybody.  We have had a wonderful time in school this term.  The children in Miss Antoinette’s class have settled in really well.  We have been very busy making lovely snowmen and we also made some beautiful reindeer.

We also really enjoyed the Christmas Play that we went to see in Liberty Hall.  Merry Christmas from all in Miss Antoinette’s class.

Múinteoir Eoin

We discussed lots of interesting topics during November and December including:

· Winter

We looked at weather, winter clothes, things we use during the winter, things we see during winter and we looked at how the fox, hedgehog and badger behave during the winter.

· Christmas

We looked at lots of items that appear every year around Christmas time and learned the names of words like holly, Christmas pudding, Christmas presents, Christmas stockings… We read and watched a video on the Nativity story, practiced our Christmas carols and made Christmas decorations for the corridor and our classroom…Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer and 3D stars! We also read the famous poem the Night Before Christmas.
· People who help us

We spoke about people who care for us at home – family members such as Mam, Dad, Granny, Granda, Aunt, Uncle… We also spoke about people in the wider community who help us such as our teacher, doctors, dentists, postman, lollipop lady…

· Other stuff!

We practiced important words such as the days of the week, months of the year, colours, 2D shapes, body parts, feelings…
Miss Catherine – Resource Teacher Since the onset of October the wonderful groups of students, whom I have the pleasure of teaching have grown both in the areas of maturity and academically.  Maturity wise, the various groups have blossomed in confidence, mind set and interpersonally.

Academically, jollyphonics and Sunny Street in terms of literacy has definitely been our crutch as we move onto the independent area of reading by oneself.  Visits to ten town have been frequent, in the area of mathematics, and as our number lines grow from 1-10 to 1-20, we yet again witness our ‘little ones’ developing as active learners and participating in the big, wonderful and exciting new world.  ‘Teaching is a joy, a pleasure, a vocation’ Miss. Catherine.
Miss Ailíse

Hi all.  Well winter has arrived and over the past few weeks all the children have really gotten into the Christmas spirit.  In class, we have made lots of Christmas decorations from sparkly stars to our 3D Christmas trees.  The children are all settled in now and working well together as seen in the Christmas performances.  Happy Christmas and have a great New Year.
Miss Veronica – School Secretary

I would like to thank everyone for giving me such a warm welcome and for their patience while I settle into my new job which I am enjoying very much.  I look forward to working with everybody in 2010.  Many thanks from Miss. Veronica.
Important Notice:

School Re-Opens at 8.20am on Thursday, 7th January, 2010.
Merry Christmas



Z Bozym naradzenniem


Sretan Bozic



Prejeme Vam Vesele Vanoce a stastny Novy Rok



Ruumsaid juulup|hi



Joyeux Noel





Froehliche Weihnachten


Kellemes Karacsonyi unnepeket

Nollaig Shona Dhuit


Buone Feste Natalizie


Prieci'gus Ziemsve'tkus un Laimi'gu Jauno Gadu!


Linksmu Kaledu



Wesolych Swiat Bozego Narodzenia
Feliz Natal



un Crăciun fericit




Pozdrevlyayu s prazdnikom Rozhdestva is Novim Godom

Hristos se rodi



Sretan Bozic



Sretam Bozic. Vesela Nova Godina

Hristos se rodi.



Vesele Vianoce. A stastlivy Novy Rok

Vesele Bozicne. Screcno Novo Leto
Feliz Navidad


Noeliniz Ve Yeni Yiliniz Kutlu Olsun Srozhdestvom Kristovym


Naya Saal Mubarak Ho


E ku odun, e ku iye'dun!


Cestitamo Bozic

